AIDS-associated secondary lymphoma of bone: a case report with review of the literature.
Although musculoskeletal lesions are not reported as commonly as pulmonary or central nervous system abnormalities in human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-positive individuals, a wide variety of osseous and soft-tissue changes are seen in these patients. We describe the case of a 35-year-old injection drug user with acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) who presented with diffuse adenopathy, lower extremity pain and swelling, subcutaneous nodules, and constitutional symptoms. Radiographic images showed bilateral lytic lesions of the tibia and accompanying soft-tissue masses. Biopsy of the bone and soft-tissue abnormalities established a diagnosis of Burkitt's-like non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL). By recognizing the heterogeneity of AIDS-associated NHL presentations, and the potential clinical overlap between malignancy, infection, and other rheumatologic abnormalities, physicians may obtain appropriate diagnostic studies and offer treatment recommendations.